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RCHOVatiOIlS/Adaptive Reuse Projects by Architectura, P.C.

Of special interest to Architectura is the renovation, restoration, and adaptive reuse of historic
buildings. This newsletter highlights three such projects that we are currently working on.

PROJECT:
Chapel Hill Apartments, Prince St., Rochester
Conversion to Apartments

CLIENT:

Flower City Management

The former Sacred Heart Academy, 8 Prince St.

(more recently the home of Empire State College)
is being converted to apartments. The entire interior of
the building is being renovated. The convent and school
complex was of local religious and historic significance.

Located in the East Avenue Preservation District, it is of
considerable interest to the Landmark Society of Western New York, the Rochester Preservation Board, and the
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Neighborhood of the Arts community. Its brick and stone exterior features include corbelled brickwork, gothic
arched windows, and a clock tower. Sixty unique apartments will be provided, and the chapel will continue to
function as a dance studio with future weekend use for wedding ceremonies.

PROJECT:

Connecticut Street Armory, Buffalo
Restoration of Stairways and Corridors
CLIENT:

New York State Office of General Services

This year we designed and oversaw the restoration of stairs and corridors at the Connecticut
Street Armory in Buffalo. Built in 1898, the stone masonry and heavy timber structure and its
site are listed as historically important in New York State and in the National Register of Historic
Places. Any alterations must meet with the Secretary of the Interior's Standard Guidelines for

Rehabilitation of Historic Buildings and are subject to review by the State Office of Parks, Recreation,

and Historic Preservation. Teamed with Delta Engineers of Binghamton, New York, the project pro-

vided structural enhancements, repair and replacement of damaged materials and new finishes to

stairways that have been used for years by the National Guard in training.

PROJECT:

Monroe Community Hospital, Rochester
Renovation of First Floor Public Spaces
CLIENT:

County of Monroe Division of Engineering

Monroe Community Hospital was designed by Sigmund Firestone (Architect of

record) and Thomas Boyde. Firestone was a master of classical revival, being
trained in East Germany, and is also known for his design of the Harrow East Building.
Boyde was responsible for the building’s flamboyant detailing, and as one observes the
exterior of the building, he incorporated details from many cultures.
The hospital consists of a campus of buildings, constructed during the years 1931-1933,
and is a monumental facility featuring innovative interior and exterior architectural detail-

ing. Our work includes the uncovering of original details and character, obscured by pre-

vious changes and remodeling, as well as improving access
and creating space for the enjoyment of residents, staff and the public. Renovated
spaces include a new Gift Shop, Entrance Lobby, Garden Lobby and office spaces
designed in the spirit of the original Lombardy Romanesque style using contempo-
rary materials with an emphasis on current functional needs.

An additional treasure relating to this project is the opportunity to see the original
drawings, drawn in color on linen. If you have the opportunity to visit the hospital,
many of the original drawings have been duplicated and are displayed throughout
the hospital. The building and drawings are worth a visit!



